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Weekly Update for January 6, 2023  
 

New Distracted Driving Law 

Governor Mike DeWine signed Senate Bill 288 
this week, which allows Ohio police and other 
law enforcement officers to pull over people if 
they are seen using a cell phone while driving.  

SB288 will go into effect April 3, 2023. Until then 
police officers can pull over drivers and issue a 
written warning.  

DeWine cited statistics, saying from 2013 to 2021 the number of deaths because 
of distracted driving has steadily been on the rise. 

“It's about changing the culture around distracted driving and normalizing the 
fact that distracted driving is just as dangerous as drunk driving.” DeWine said.  

There are some cell phone usage allowances that won't get drivers in trouble: 

• Drivers are allowed to use a phone when the vehicle is parked or stopped 
at a red light. 

• Drivers are allowed to swipe their screens to answer a call. 
• Emergency calls will not be restricted. 
• Use of a GPS function or navigation device is fine but must be mounted on 

the dash or console and not handheld. 

Once law on April 3, 2023, the penalties include:  

• First offense: A fine of up to $150 and two points on your license.  
• Second offense within two years: A fine of up to $250 and three points on 

your license.  
• Third offense within two years: A fine of up to $500, four points on your 

license, and a 90-day driver’s license suspension.  
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New E-Newsletter!  

Community Services is excited to share that 
they will send out a monthly e-newsletter 
called the Community Services Community 
Corner to complement the Community Spotlight 
beginning this month. The Community Corner 
will have the most up-to-date information 

about Community Services programs, activities, events, and more!  
 
The Community Corner will be sent on the second Monday of every month with a 
bonus e-newsletter the week of Home Days. You will be automatically 
subscribed if you have an e-mail associated with your Civic Center account. 
Please make sure to add cs@independenceohio.org to your address book to 
ensure the e-newsletter comes to your inbox.  If you would like to be added to 
the e-mail distribution, please contact Community Services at 216.524.7373 or 
via e-mail cs@independenceohio.org.  
 
Community Services looks forward to your comments and feedback to ensure 
this e-newsletter truly serves you! 
 

Holiday Lights 

This is the last weekend to enjoy the Christmas lights around the city campus 
and take some sparkling photos with family, friends, and pets.   Many residents 
have told me they have visited more than once this year to capture the spirit of 
the holiday season.     

To all the city employees who worked so hard for months planning, installing 
and safety checking all the dazzling displays – THANK YOU!  Not only did our 
residents appreciate all your hard work, but I have received many calls and 
emails from non-residents who visited and were impressed by the extent of the 
music/light show, and various displays from Public Square to Elmwood Park.    
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Wellness Week: January 9-13, 2023 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 
You’re Invited 

 
The City of Independence and Independence Local 
Schools will be hosting Rachel’s Challenge for 
parents, adults, and young people ages 12 and older at 
Independence High School, 6001 Archwood Rd., next 
Monday, January 9 from 6:30 – 7:30 PM.   
  

Rachel’s Challenge is a non-profit organization that continues the dream of 
Rachel Joy Scott, whose example of kindness and acceptance was brought to 
light after she became the first victim of the Columbine High School tragedy in 
Colorado in 1999.    
 
The educational program is a nationally recognized, evidence-based positive 
school climate initiative. For all the students that participate, this program will 
reinforce the benefits of kindness, empathy, and compassion. It provides 
specific actions students can take to help create an inclusive culture in their 
school and encourages students to spark a chain reaction of kindness with one 
small act. 
 
The presentation is free of charge -- reservations are not required.  
 
 
 
 
USPS Raising Prices of Postage  

The United States Postal Service is raising the price of a 
First-Class stamp, metered mail rates, additional ounces, 
and postcards starting January 22, 2023.   
 
First-class stamps (including the Forever Stamp) will 
increase from 60 cents to 63 cents. The rate increase will 
also impact Priority Mail Express, Priority Mail, First 
Class Package Service, Parcel Select and USPS Retail 
Ground.  

 
If you have previously purchased First-Class Forever Stamps that you have yet 
to use, you can continue to use them after the price increase goes into place. 
 
When you buy Forever Stamps, which you can use to mail 1 oz. domestic letters, 
you're protected against future price increases. However, after January 22, 2023, 
you'll be charged more for new Forever Stamps.   
 



Public Hearing and City Council Meeting 
Next Tuesday, January 10, starting at 5 PM, there will be a 
public hearing in Council Chambers to discuss Ordinance 
2022-167, Section 1181.06, relating to off-street parking 
and loading requirements.  
 
Immediately afterward, the Council Caucus will begin, 
followed by the January City Council Meeting.  
 

The meetings are open to the public and will be streamed on the city’s YouTube 
channel.  People may also attend virtually by registering on the website to 
receive a link.  
 
 

 
Weekly Finance Review  

Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Financial Updates for 
December 30, 2022 and for January 6, 2023.  
 
 
 

 

Athletic Hall of Fame Induction 
The Independence Athletic Hall of Fame Selection Committee will be holding the 
Class of 2022 Athletic Hall of Fame induction luncheon on Saturday, January 21, 
2023, at the Independence High School Media Center starting at 11:30 AM.  The 
2022 Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees are:  

Brian Calvey             Class of 2015 

Halle Dorko               Class of 2015 

Rebecca Molnar      Class of 2012 

Jennifer Wisniewski       Class of 2015 
 
If you are interested in attending, please contact Tim Skoczen, HOF Chairman 
(216.701.0502) by no later than Monday, January 16 to reserve a seat. It is $15 per 
person to attend -- cash or checks are preferred. Checks payable to: 
Independence Athletic Hall of Fame 
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Happy Retirement! 
Cindy Ridgeway Woznicki retired from the Recreation 
Department last week after working for the City of 
Independence for more than 38 years! 

She has been a familiar face for generations of families 
along with former and current employees who worked 
with her. 

Thank you, Cindy, for all your hard work and dedication 
to serving the residents, and best wishes for a healthy 
and long retirement.  

  (Cindy with son Charlie) 

 
Pancake Breakfast 
Support Scouts and Troop 811 by attending the Pancake 
Breakfast at St. Joseph Byzantine Catholic Church (8111 
Brecksville Rd., Brecksville) on Sunday, February 12 
from 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM. 

Tickets at $10 for adults and $5 for children ages 4-10.  
Children age 3 and younger eat free.  The all-you-can-
eat breakfast includes pancakes, sausage, coffee, tea, milk, and juice.   

Tickets are available pre-sale and at the door.  For more information, please 
contact Jen Masgo at 216.571.9139.   

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, please ask 
them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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